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jun f. \ m 

May 31, 2001 


Via Federal Express 

Robert B. Polit, Esq. 
Polit & Associates, LLC 
3333 Warrenville Road, Suite 200 
Lisle, Illinois 60532 

Re: U.S. Patent Application No.: 09/390,501 

Dear Mr. Polit: 


Encloseofis an original T^otj.e'e of Allowance in connection with U.S. patent 
application No. 09/390,50 L^The attorney of record for this application was 
eironeously(changedby>dleU.S. Patent and Trademark Office to Paul Parker and 
Perkins CoieSsfcP: We have spoken with Examiner Erica Smith-Hicks and she 
advises us that she will have the attorney of record corrected to Robert Polit. In the 
meantime, she requested that we forward the Notice of Allowance she issued in this 
application to your attention. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to give us a call. 



Paralegal 

:nb 

Enclosure: Notice of Allowance 
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TITLE OF 
INVENTION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 


NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND ISSUE FEE DUE 


RECEIVED 


APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE TOTAL CLAIMS 


EXAMINER AND GFtOUP ART UNIT 


DATE MAILED 


First Named 
Applicant 


ATTYS DOCKET NO. 


CLASS-SUBCLASS 


BATCH NO. 


APPLN. TYPE 


SMALL ENTITY | FEE DUE 


DATE DUE 


THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED, 

THE ISSUE FEE MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS 
APPUCATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STA TUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. 


HOW TO RESPOND TO THIS NOTICE: 

l Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 
If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your 
curr nt SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is changed, pay twice the amount of the 
FEE DUE shown above and notify the Patent and 
Trademark Office of the change in status, or 

B. If the status is the same, pay the FEE DUE shown 
above. 


If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 


A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or 


RECEIVED 
APR 0 5 2001 
PERKINS COIE 


B. File verified statement of Small Entity Status before, or with, 
payment of 1/2 the FEE DUE shown above. 

II. Part B-lssue Fee Transmittal should be completed and returned to the Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) with your 
ISSUE FEE. Even if the ISSUE FEE has already been paid by charge to deposit account, Part B Issue Fee Transmittal 
should be completed and returned. If you are charging the ISSUE FEE to your deposit account, section ^b" of Part 
B-lssue Fee Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give application number and batch number. 
Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 

maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance 
fees when due. 


PTOL-S5 (REV. 10-96} Approved for use through 06/30/89. (0651-0033) 
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PART B— ISSUE FEE TRANSMITTAL 


Complete and mail this form, together with applicable fees, to: Box ISSUE FEE 

| Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

^ | P£~J I C l Washington, D.C. 20231 


MAILING INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE. Blocks 1 
through 4 should ba completed whore appropriate. All further correspondence including the Issue Fee 
Receipt, the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current 
correspondence address as indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1 , by (a) 
specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separata "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications- 


CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Legibly mart-up with any corrections or use Block 1 ) 

Q25096 1*131/0327 
PERKINS CO IE LLP 
1201 3RD AVENUE , SUITE 480 0 
SEATTLE Wft 98101-3099 


Note: The certificate of mafling below can only be used for domestic 
mailings of the Issue Fee Transmittal. Hi Is certificate cannot be used 
for any other accompanying papers. Each additional paper, such as an 
assignment or formal drawing, must have its own certificate of mailing. 

Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this Issue Fee Transmittal is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class 
mall in an envelope addressed to I he Box Issue Fee address above on 
the date indicated below. 


{Depositor^ name) 


(Signature) 


(Date? 


APPLICATION NO. 

FILING DATE 

TOTAL CLAIMS 

EXAMINER AND GROUP ART UNIT 

DATE MAILED 

09/39 0 ,501 

09/03/99 

0 06 8 Pi 

MM HICKS, E 

f. 74 1 


03/27/01 

First Named SAT* 7 
Applicant 


3S USC :LS4(b) terra e;.;t B =« r 

J Days, 



HHiiSL CONTACT ASSEMBLY FOR SUPPLYING POWER TO WORKPIECES 


DUR I ,MG ELECTROCHEM I CAL PROCESS I NIG 


ATTTS DOCKET NO. 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

BATCH NO. 

APPLN. TYPE 

SMALL ENTITY 

FEE DUE | 

DATE DUE 

1 9EM4492 

P i 0 

72 204-297. 

ioo e: 

21 U TILT 

i "V NO 


06/27/0 1 


t. Change of correspondence address or indication of " Fee Address" (37 CFR 1 ,363). 
Use of PTO Jorm(s) and Customer Number are recommended, but not required. 

□ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence Address form 
PTO/SB/122) attached. 

□ 'Fee Address" Indication (or 'Fee Address" Indication form PTO/SB/47) attached. 


2. For printing on the patent (rent page, list 
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent 
attorneys or agents OR, alternatively, (2) 
the name of a single firm (having as a 
member a registered attorney or agent) 
and the names of up to 2 registered patent 
attorneys or agents. If no name is listed, nc 
name will be printed. 


3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 
PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. 
Inclusion of assignee data is only appreciate when an assignment has been previously submitted to 
the PTO or is being submitted uncier separate cover. Completion of this form is NOT a subsititue tor 
filing an assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE 

(B) RESIDENCE: (CfTY & STATE OR COUNTRY) 

Please check the appropriate assignee category indicated below (will not be printed on the patent) 
□ individual □ corporation or other private group entity □ government 


4a. The following fees are enclosed (make check payable to Commissioner 
of Patents and Trademarks): 

□ Issue Fee 

□ Advance Order -# of Copies 


4b: The following fees or deficiency in these fees shouid be charged to: 
DEPOSIT ACCOUNT NUMBER 


(ENCLOSE AN EXTRA COPY OF THIS FORM) 

□ Issue Fee 

□ Advance Order - # of Copies 


^The OOMMiSSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS IS requested to apply the Issue Fee to the application Identified above. 
^Authorized Signature) 


(Date) 


NOTE; The Issue Fee will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney 
or agent; or the assignee or other party In Interest as shown by the records of the Patent and 
Trademark Off foe. 


Burdan How Statement This form is estimated to take 0-2 hours to complete. Time will vary 
depending on the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time required 
to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND FEES AND THIS FORM TO: Box Issue Fee, Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington D.C. 20231 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection 
of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 


PTOL-e5B (REV.10-96) Approved for use through 06/30759. OMB 0651-0033 
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Application No. 

Applicant(s) 

Notice of Allowability 

09/390,501 

BAT2 Jr., etal. 

Examiner 

Art Unit 



Erica Smith-Hicks 

1741 



- 77?© MAfUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address— 
AH claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. Jf not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due, 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue 
initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 


170Q 


1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Amendment filed 1-23-01 . 

2. O The allowed claim(s) is/are 3 and 5-9 . 

3. O The drawings filed on are acceptable as formal drawings. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies, pf the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 
FOR SUBMITTING NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS , OR A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION. This three-month period for 
complying with the REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL is extendable under 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

6. □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why 

the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

7. E3 Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) H to Paper No. 3. 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the examiner. 

(c) Q including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/ Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 


Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The drawings 
should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

8. □ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 

Any reply to this letter should include, in the upper right hand comer, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE I SERIAL NUMBER). If 
applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 


Attachment(s) 

1Q Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
3Q Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
5Q Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 
7Q Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 


2D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4Q Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

6D Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8H3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9KJ OtherP1£H52. 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Offic» 

PTO-37 (Rev. 01-01) 


Notice of Allowability 


Part of Paper No. 7 
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Application/Control Number: 09/390,501 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1741 

DETAILED ACTION 
REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. Claims 3 and 5-9 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicants' 
arguments of Paper No. 6 were fully considered and founder persuasive. The Examiner 
particularly agrees that the rejection of the instant claims under 102(e) and (f) should be 
withdrawn as the subject matter of the claims is supported by the parent application, 
issued as US 6,001,234, which predates WOODRUFF 6,080,291 negating its use as 
prior art. 

Applicants' arguments against BROGDEN et al., and amendment to independent 
claim 3 to better set forth the patentable distinction thereover now places the claim, and 
all dependent thereupon, in condition for allowance. 

The instant contact assembly comprising a seal member having a rim portion 
adapted to bevel against the surface of a microelectronic workpiece offers an advantage 
over the prior art as it significantly inhibits the ingression of electrolyte, or processing 
fluid through a barrier which reduces plating anomalies created by the presence of 
undesired processing fluid. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Application/Control Number: 09/390,501 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1741 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erica Smith-Hicks whose telephone number is 703/ 
305-7645. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon,-Tues. 7:30 a.m. -6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathryn Gorgos can be reached on 703/ 308-3328. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703/ 305-7719 
for regular communications and 703/ 305-3599 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703/ 308- 
0661. 

Erica Smith-Hicks 

Examiner 

Art Unit 1741 


ESH 

March 20, 2001 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Addresi ; COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Wsahtngcon, O.C. 20231 


Applicant(B): 


■ filing DaU: SgphMnn (per ^ , i<W 
Title: M^frods -for H^nria Sr»/yit r,Q Aj^t-r-/" 

NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION ^^^^gSff 

(Attachment to Office Actios) " J 

This application does not conform with the rules governing applications for the reason(s) 
checked below. The period within which to correct these .requirements and avoid abandonment 
is set in the accompanying Office action. 

A. A new oath or declaration r identifying this application by the serial number and filing date is 
required. The oath or declaration does not comply with 37 CFR 1.63 in that it: 

1. □ was not executed in accordance with either 37 CFR 1.66 or 1.68. 

2. □ does not identify the city and state or foreign country of residence of each invencor. 

3. □ does not identify the citizenship of each inventor. 

. 4. □ does not state whether the inventor is a sole or joint inventor. 

5. □ does not state that the person making the oath or declaration: 

a. □ has reviewed and understands the contents of the specification, including the 

claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to in the oath or 
declaration. 

b. □ believes the named inventor or inventors to be the original and first inventor or 

inventors of the subject matter which is ciaiined and for which a patent is sought. ^ , 

c. □ acknowledges the duty to disclose information which , is material to the examination 

of the application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.56(a). 

6. □ does not identify the foreign application for patent "or inventor's certificate on which 

priority is claimed pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55, and any foreign application having a filing 
date before that of the application on which priority is- claimed, by specifying the 
application serial number, country, day, month, and year of its filing. 

7. □ does not state that the person making the oath or declaration acknowledges the duty to 

disclose material information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) which occurred between 
the filing date of the prior application and filing date of the continuation-in r part 
application which discloses and claims subject matter In addition to that disclosed in 
the prior application (37..CFR 1.63(d)). 

3, □ does not include the date of execution. 

9. □ does not use permanent ink, or its equivalent in quality, as required under 37 CFR 
1.62(a) for the: □ signature □ oath/declaration. 

10. jg( contains non-initialed alterations (See 37 CFR 1.62(c) and 1.56). 

11. □ does not contain the clause regarding "willful false statements,.. 1 r as required by 37 

CFR 1.68. 

12. □ Other: 

B. Applicant is required to provide: ... 

1. □ A statement signed by applicant giving his or her complete name. A full name must 

include at least one given name without abbreviation as required by 37 CFR 1.41(a). 

2. □ Proof of authority of the legal ropresentative under 37 CFR 1.44. 

3. □ An abstract in compliance with 37 CFR 1.72(b). 

4. J? A statement signed by applicant giving his or her complete post office address (37 CFR 

1.33(a)). 

5. □ A copy of the specification written, typed, or printed in permanent ink, or its equivalent in 

quality as required by 37 CFR 1.52(a). 

6. □ Other: 
row* PTO-i u cxrv. i4a 


